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Preface:

Chaos on the Home Front

Dear Aunt June,

I have to tell you what happened yesterday. The day was done. All the kids 

were studied up, played up, fed up, cleaned up, read up, prayed up and tucked 

away in bed, so peacefully asleep that their bedrooms practically glowed from the 

light of the halos hovering over their heads. Tom is out of town for a couple days 

and the evening stretched out luxuriously before me. After enjoying a glass of iced 

tea while checking facebook posts I grabbed the next book off my reading list and 

headed toward the tub. A nice bubble bath and a good read sounded like the perfect  

way to spend an hour before bed. As I made my way through the house I could feel  

the peace that reigned over all. Not a thing was out of place, woodwork gleaming, 

glass sparkling, and in the kitchen the dishwasher hummed along finishing off the 

dinner dishes. Crockpot oatmeal simmered away in anticipation of breakfast and 

pinto beans soaked in preparation for tomorrow’s dinner, a wonderful Mexican 

dish (Thanks for the recipe!). I heaved a deep sigh of satisfaction as I slid into the 

water, feeling the last bit of tension from my busy day dissolve into the bubbles…
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Then I heard, “MOM! MOM! Peaches is out of her cage! We can’t find her!  

MO-OM!” I jerked awake, feeling the smile fading from my lips and panic setting 

in. I had fallen asleep working at the kitchen table again. There was a kink in my 

neck, a crease across my cheek from the textbook I was laying on, and I had a really  

bad feeling that I had been drooling on Lily’s latest Crayola masterpiece she had 

carefully crafted for a special “welcome home Daddy” presentation. You know, in 

a household with two cats, the escape of our hamster is no small matter. 

I stumbled to my feet, bleary-eyed and dazed, and followed Noah and Ethan 

(Can you believe they’re 8 already? I can’t!) toward their bedroom. As I tripped 

through the living room over shoes, books and toys, a Lego became embedded in the 

bottom of my right foot sending searing pain signals to my brain and my left foot 

landed in something squishy that sent up signals of a totally different sort. (I  

discovered later that it was a half-eaten banana of which no one claims to have any 

knowledge. I was relieved.) Shoving hard on the bedroom door to open it against  

the clothes piled up behind, I just stared in disbelief at the chaos. It wasn’t  

surprising Peaches got lost in there. “Where‘s the floor?” I wondered. After a 

panicked and fruitless 2- hour search punctuated with lectures and threats from 

me about the mess (met with blank stares on the children’s part), I had to give 

Peaches up for lost and send everyone to bed, late again, no baths, no story, and 

miserable. 
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Winding a path to the kitchen while rehearsing my “circle of life” speech for  

the morning, I heaved a deep sigh of weariness as I faced the counter full of dishes 

and food. A sudden movement on the left captured my attention and I just stared 

in disbelief as Peaches, plump and happy, both cheek pouches bulging, attempted to 

cram a large chunk of cheese in with everything else she’d collected.  Judging by 

her matted fur she had been busy playing in the dirty dishes for a while. I scooped 

her into a nearby Cool Whip bowl and deposited her in the cage, adding a twist tie  

for good measure. 

Back at the sink my eyes just filled with tears. All I could think about was 

the long night ahead and all the long nights in the future. I’m so tired! I try to tell  

the kids to pick up after themselves, but they don’t seem to care or to even notice 

the mess. They haven’t actually been defiant, just oblivious. When I send them in 

to clean their rooms they complain and pout and it never looks like they’ve done 

much of anything when I go in to check on them. Is this just a normal part of  

having a family and homeschooling? I feel overwhelmed and outnumbered! 

I want our home to be peaceful and calm, not chaotic. I want it to be less 

stressful so we can relax and think clearly. We need more order and cleanliness.  

I’m not talking about a pristine, sterilized museum where people are afraid to walk 

on the carpets or sit on the furniture. (I don’t want to step on another Lego or 

banana in the living room, though!) It just doesn’t feel like there is enough time for 

the important things with all the day-to-day business of school, laundry, food,  
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dishes, and mess. This doesn’t feel like the abundant life we’re supposed to be 

living. We are wasting a lot of time and money looking for things we lose and 

running to the store to replace them when we can’t find them or they turn up 

broken. Tom isn’t too happy about that, and it causes a lot of frustration for all of  

us. I’m embarrassed if someone stops by for a visit, and when we invite company 

over I’m too tired from the massive cleaning up and cooking that I really don’t  

enjoy our time together as much as I’d like.

Is it selfish for me to want some help? I don’t want to be nagging all the 

time and I don’t want to rob my children of their childhoods or make them bitter. It  

just seems like it’s always a fight. 

I’ve been asking the Lord for wisdom, confident that He will provide it. He 

brought you to mind today, and I want to seek your help. I remember the happy 

times I spent in your home with all the cousins, and how everybody pitched in 

together when there was work to do. You always seemed to have time to do things 

with us and I don’t remember you looking worn out or stressed. No one ever 

seemed to be grumpy about cleaning up, and it really didn’t seem to take a lot of  

time, even though you had eight children at home. How did you do it? Do you 

have any advice for me?

Love and Hugs,

        Emily
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Letter #1: 

Picking Up is Good for Everyone

Dearest Emily,

How wonderful it was to receive your letter! I don’t get something 

exciting in the mailbox very often these days. Everything is done by 

computer now, so a real letter to read is a treat.

We’ve all had those bad days, dear. Our herd could really make some 

jumbo-sized messes! You’ve hit the nail right on the head when you said 

you felt that you weren’t living the abundant life Jesus died for us to have. 

Some folks like to say, “Don’t sweat the small stuff.” A clean house may 

seem like small stuff in light of eternity, yet God is to be glorified in the 

small things as well as the big. When you make a plan and provide a 

routine and training to take care of the small stuff you’ll have the freedom 

and ability to tackle the big stuff. It’s all a part of fulfilling God’s mandate 
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to us to subdue the earth, or at least our little corner of it. We need to be 

faithful with a little so we can be trusted with more. 

You seem to be concerned about having the children help to keep 

their home clean and orderly. Few things are better for them to do! If 

everyone works together, then everyone has time to play together. Those 

children need and want their momma, not a live-in maid! Teaching them to 

be responsible members of their family will help them become responsible 

members of any community. As they learn and work the process will shape 

their little characters, instill good habits and develop many of the skills 

they will need for the rest of their lives. Always remember the goal of your 

parenting. It isn’t a house full of children, but a lovely collection of 

functional adults who know how to care for themselves and others and 

who love the Lord with all their hearts.

Everybody needs to feel valuable and useful, to know that they have 

a place in the world and that their life makes a positive contribution. There 

is no substitute for personal responsibility in developing the children’s 

character. Responsibilities will give them a strong self-worth, confidence, 

independence, and initiative.  A big part of the maturing process involves 

growing out of our inborn self-centeredness and self-love.  While serving 

each other in their home your children will have opportunities to practice 

consideration and care for someone besides themselves. You may talk to 
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them until you’re blue in the face about loving others and having a servant 

heart, but they’ll never grow one without a lot of practice. As your Uncle 

Jim says, “Through serving we become servants.”

Actions form habits, too. You can train them up to laziness or 

industry, to indulgence or self-discipline, to confusion or orderliness, to 

wastefulness or good stewardship, and to slovenliness or cleanliness. The 

time you put into training will pay off! Habit is incredibly powerful. It is 

difficult to change bad habits once they’ve taken root. It’s so much easier 

and better in the long run to train right from the start.

It will be a lot easier on the kids to learn those skills they need for life 

right now, instead of later struggling to learn them while trying to fulfill 

their roles as adults. They will bless you daily in the future when they 

realize all they’ve learned in your home. They will probably have to share 

living space with a roommate or spouse at some point in the future, and 

those people will appreciate and enjoy someone who picks up their own 

messes and knows how to do things. It will help them with their school 

work, too. Learning and performing chores will help develop the children’s 

observation, reasoning, sequencing, and time management skills. Those 

overlap all kinds of school subjects and areas of life.
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So, no, it won’t be bad for them to help out and you aren’t being 

selfish. There are a couple of things to be careful about, though. You need 

to examine your expectations to make sure that they are realistic. Life, kids, 

homeschooling, and ministry all make messes, and we have to deal with 

that in an appropriate way.  A mess is not cause for anguish or anger, just a 

better plan or more training. Also, responsibility is important, but 

relationships are more important. Cleaning up should not drive a wedge 

between you and your children. I’m going to take a cue from God’s Word 

and repeat that because it’s really key. Cleaning up should not drive a 

wedge between you and your children. When life is happening with 

efficiency, safety, responsibility, joy and love on everybody’s part, then 

your plan is a success, even if the house isn’t perfectly spotless. God is 

being glorified. 

When we discuss kids and cleaning we are really talking about three 

separate but overlapping ideas: training them in the habit of picking up 

their own messes, teaching life skills that will be necessary in the future 

(like how to mop a floor or how to prepare a meal), and ensuring the 

responsible performance of assigned tasks that benefit the family, those 

things we usually label “chores”. Since they haven’t mastered picking up 

after themselves yet, it seems that would be a good place to start....
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"I love this! As a mother of 8 I have been so busy building an army, and teaching them to tackle a task 
like a team, we do that well, but in the meantime have forgotten how to clean up after ourselves 
individually. Back to basics, thanks for the refresher course!" - Penny Raine
http://pennyraine.com/blog 

This book is wonderful! I especially loved the beginning....I was so wishing that you were describing my 
life and then when she woke up from her dream I laughed so hard I cried!  =) I really enjoyed the story, 
but more importantly I learned a lot. I like that there were concrete examples showing not just telling  
how to best train children to help with the cleaning.  I would recommend that every new mother receive 
this book so that she can start the training process early!  - Nancy W.

" How to get your kids to clean up after themselves.... and like it"  takes a fun,gentle, conversational style 
approach to dealing with getting your children to be clean,tidy stewards of God's provisions. Using 
Gods word, tons of unique ideas and a non-judgmental approach, the author takes you through an easy 
approach and plan of increased responsibility to accomplishing a clean and tidy home with the help of 
your children.  If your having trouble getting a handle on it all consider yourself blessed by the wisdom of 
this little read and the many blessings you and your children will receive from its teaching.  -  Pam 
Lesner 

Want to read more? There's much more great advice and inspiration in the 

complete ebook! Get your copy today!

Click here
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